
Chairman’s Report to N.I. Regional AGM : Wednesday 15th April 2015 
 
l can’t quite believe it has been three years since I took over this role and that this will be 
my last Chairman’s Report. Time really does fly! 
 
I would like to thank Omagh U3A for hosting this meeting.  The last time I was here was 
actually the open meeting to discuss setting up a U3A in Omagh, so it is good to see that 
Omagh U3A is now firmly established. 
 
The past year has been a fairly busy one with several events taking place.  I was unable to 
attend all events but I highly commend those who planned and organised them. 
 
The Singfest was, as usual, a great success and is now well established.  So, too, was the 
Bridge Congress.  Both take a lot of planning but is is plain to see that the hard work pays 
off. 
 
Another successful event was the Summer School, hosted by U3A Foyle.  A similar event is 
planned for this summer (again hosted by U3A Foyle)  and I would encourage you all to look 
at what is available and think of what might be popular in the future. 
 
There was also a very successful and well attended Quiz in Robinson’s Bar. 
 
To me, the highlight of the past year was the Autumn meeting held in Grosvenor House.  
The main speakers, Claire Keatinge and Barbara Lewis were both inspirational and I was 
sorry Claire could not stay for the whole meeting.  The response from all who attended and 
took part in the workshops was very positive and I hope we can move forward with 
confidence in the future. 
 
The NIREC has tried to encourage cooperation between U3As and it is good to see that 
paying dividends in areas like shared learning projects.  I would urge all U3As to look around 
to see how they and their neighbouring U3As might be able to work together  for their 
mutual  benefit.  In particular, it would be good to look at new U3As to see how they might 
be helped by more established groups. 
 
Of course, it is also important to keep new ideas coming in your own U3As.  As new 
members join they can bring with them a wealth of ideas for new groups or projects to be 
undertaken.  So be alert for inviting new people to come along and see if U3A is for them. 
 
One of the very useful things we have done is sign the contract with NI Libraries whereby 
U3A members can make use of Library facilities for no charge.  This came about because of 
the efforts  of the late William Devlin of Downe U3A who made the initial approach to NI 
Libraries.  We are all most grateful to him.  The first two years went well and Sheila Magee 
and I have signed for a further two years.  I realise not all libraries have the same facilities 
but do go along to your local one to see what they can offer. 
 
Now, I could not have got through the last year without the support of my colleagues on 
NIREC.  So I wish to thank them all very much.  A particular thank you goes to Sheila Magee 



who has put a lot of effort into keeping me on the straight and narrow (most of the time!).  
However, the whole team has been very supportive and I am most grateful to them.   
 
I wish Lila and the incoming committee every success during their term. 
 
Finally, thank you all for coming today and I hope you have gained something from the 
meeting. 
 

 


